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T  O 


CALS  A  R.  HAWKINS,  Efq; 


Serjeant  Surgeon  to  His  Majefty, 


S  I  R, 


T  H  E  honourable  appointments  which 
you  fill  with  great  reputation  and  abi¬ 
lity  ;  your  long  feries  of  extenfive  and 
fuccefsful  pradice ;  your  age,  fortune, 
and  polite  deportment  in  our  confulta- 
tions,  remove  you,  in  my  opinion,  from 
the  lead:  fufpicion  of  partiality  or  preju¬ 
dice  :  to  you  therefore,  I  prefume  to  ad- 
drefs  this  letter. 


B 


I  doubt 
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I  doubt  not,  but  that  your  candor  and 
humanity  will  caft  a  veil  over  the  errors 
of  the  head  or  pen,  fo  long  as  you  per¬ 
ceive,  that  their  chief  efforts  incline, 
to  a  good  and  public  intention.  Some 
years  ago,  I  publifhed  the  firfl  edition  of 
a  pamphlet,  in  titled,  Salivation  not  necef- 
faryS&c.  with  a  view  not  only  to  my  own 
emolument,  but  to  inform  my  brethren, 

i  ^ 

of  the  improvements  I  had  made  in  the 
cure  of  the  Venereal  JDifeafe ,  which,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf,  were  attended  with  more  eafe  to 
the  patient,  and  a  greater  certainty  of  cure% 
than  were  before  known  ;  confequently 
the  courfe  of  bufinefs  afforded  great  plea- 
fure  and  fatisfadion  to  myfelf :  which 
would  have  been  heightened  to  my  wifhes, 
if  my  fituation  and  circumftances  could 
have  permitted  my  methods  of  cure  to  have 
been  made  public* 


That 
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That  publication,  being  well  received, 
made  a  conliderable  addition  to  the  repu¬ 
tation  I  had  acquired,  by  containing  the 
evidence  I  was  obliged  to  produce,  viva 
voce ,  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  of  the  many 
extraordinary  cures  which  I  had  per¬ 
formed  in  the  Savoy  hofpital. 

Having  been  early  taught  to  believe, 
that  more  authors  had  written  themfelves 
out  of  reputation,  than  otherwife,  I 
thought  myfelf  refolved  for  the  future  not 

*  '  i 

to  put  pen  to  paper  for  public  infpedtion ; 
and  particularly  for  two  reafons  :  firft,  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  degree  of  merit,  even 
where  it  evidently  exifts,  exempt  from  its 
allay  of  error  j  and  fecondly,  that  I  was  too 


*  It  was  not  only  proved,  but  admitted,  that  670 
foldiers  were  perfedtly  cured.  See  my  pamphlet,  in- 
titled  Salivation  not  necejfary  for  the  cure  of  the  Venereal 
Difeafey  Sic.  fold  by  Almon,  in  Piccadilly. 

B  2 


fenfible. 
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fenfible,  how  much  I  might  expofe  myfelf 
to  critical  cenfure,  from  a  defeat  too  com¬ 
mon  among  Englifh  furgeons, 

I  have  often  remarked,  that  the  Scotch 
furgeons  are  beft  educated,  and  the  Englifh 
beft  inftrudted  in  their  profeflion ;  but  that 
if  the  former  had  the  advantages  of  the 
latter,  their  fobriety,  prudence  and  inde¬ 
fatigable  application  to  ftudy  and  bufinefs, 
would  give  them  greatly  the  preference. 
Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the 
talents  of  men  of  the  fame  country,  in 
fpite  of  education,  differ  much  $ 


One  fcience  only  does  one  genius  fit ; 

So  vaft:  is  art,  fo  narrow  human  wit. 

Pope. 

I  think  in  the  medical  art,  it  fhould  be 
rendered  one  Difeafe  only  ;  for  furely  the 
extenfive,  or  rather  boundlefs  fields  of  fur- 

*  *  *  '  V  •  ,5  >  ,  *  » 

gery 


gery  and  phyfic,  exceed  the  moft  arduous 
induftry  of  one  or  two  men,  to  cultivate 
well. 

However,  waving  thefe  digreffive  reflec¬ 
tions,  I  muft  now  inform  you,  that  by  the 
importunate  requeft  of  fome  great  and  va¬ 
luable  friends,  I  have  at  laft  been  induced 
to  fet  forth,  in  their  Jimple  but  true  ftate, 
fuch  new  thoughts  and  obfervations,  as  have 
occurred  to  me  in  my  extenfive  practice  for 
many  years,  refpe&ing  the  Clap ,  Gleet, 
Pox ,  and  fever al  of  their  confequent  dis¬ 
orders  ;  intending,  if  poiftble,  to  remove 
many  unjufl:  prejudices,  and  to  rectify  the 
glaring  iniflakes  and  falfe  ideas,  which, 
contrary  to  reafon  and  good  fenfe,  have  to 
this  time  maintained  their  ground. 

I  do  not  write  merely  for  applaufe,  bufi- 

nefs,  or  wealth ;  it  is  too  late  in  life  for 
fuch  attempts  5  Number  56  flares  immy 

face 
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face  and  points  to  diflblution.  Befides,  if 
the  two  former  are  not  already  acquired, 
I  fear  it  will  now  be  a  fruitlefs  employ¬ 
ment  to  fearch  for  them;  and  the  latter 
ought  in  juftice,  to  go  as  an  attendant  on 
the  other  two ;  although  that  is  not  always 
the  cafe  :  avarice  is  indeed  a  vice,  of  which 
many  hundreds  of  my  acquaintance  will  ac¬ 
quit  me,  and  therefore,  from  among  all 
my  frailties  and  foibles,  I  hope  that  fin  will 
be  ever  excluded. 

Nor  do  I  hereby  mean  to  detradl  from 
the  character  of  any  individual,  or  add  to 
my  own,  at  the  expence  of  others ;  confi¬ 
ding  in  the  opinion,  that  every  regular 
furgeon  will  adt  upon  good  principles, 
according  to  the  progrefs  of  his  ftudy 
and  knowledge ;  although.  Ex  quovis 
Ligno  non  Jit  Mercurius ;  therefore,  I  hope, 
I  have  fome  title  to  expedt  that  a  good 
defign,  however  it  may  fucceed,  will  not 

create 


create  malignant  calumny.  We  are  all 
fubjedt  to  error,  but  if  truth  is  not  fought, 
it  may  for  ever  lie  in  obfcurity.  It  has 
ever  been  my  wifli,  that  candor,  unani¬ 
mity,  and  a  difinterefted,  mild  reprehenfion 
might  take  place  of  abufive  rancour,  ma¬ 
lice  and  envy.  Thefe  fentiments  would 
prove  of  great  utility  to  individuals,  and  to 
focicty  in  general. 

In  points  of  my  profeffion,  I  have  for 
thirty  years,  differed  much  in  opinion 
from  the  general  pradtice  of  other  fur- 
geons,  relating  to  the  Venereal  Difeafe ; 
never  fixing  my  faith  on  the  fentiments 
or  writings  of  any  man,  till  I  brought 
them  to  the  teft  of  trial  and  experience  * 
but  endeavouring  at  the  fame  time  to  form 
my  judgment  with  probity ;  by  making 
allowance  for  the  circumftances  of  time , 
cafe\  habit  of  body>  &c .  &c.  and  yet  I 

muft 


(  8  ) 


muft  acknowledge,  through  clofe  attention 
and  obfervation,  I  have  difeovered  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  authors  and 
practitioners  are  very  erroneous,  in  theory 
and  practice. 

It  has  been  granted  that  Astr'uc  on 
the  Venereal  Difeafe ,  Hands  premier, 
for  the  hypothetical  part  of  his  treatife  ; 
he  was  a  diftinguifihed  fcholar ;  had  read 
almoft  every  writer  on  the  fubjeCt,  and  was 
able  to  reduce  every  thing  he  had  read, 
into  great  order  and  method  :  but  furely 
no  judicious  furgeon  will  admit  of  the 
practical  parts,  bearing  an  equal  degree 

of  merit.  Whoever  believes  and  follows 

/  • 

him,  will  foon  be  convinced  of  his  mif- 
take.  He  gained  more  applaufe  by  his 
writings  than  practice,  even  in  Paris, 
where  I  was  his  pupil,  and  had  a  fair  op¬ 
portunity  of  knowing  his  repute,  from 

my 


/ 
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\  4  I  * 
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my  bid  Matter  Morand,  furgeon  to  the 
King,  and  the  hofpital  of  Invalids ;  as  well 
as  from  other  furgeons  of  eminence. 

The  famous  Dr.  Turner  was  indefati- 
gable  in  his  practice,  obfervations,  and  writ¬ 
ings  :  I  knew  him  well.  He  was  efteemed 
a  very  honeft,  confcientious  good  practi¬ 
tioner  in  his  time,  and  vet  I  cannot  find 

mf 

that  he  added  many  great  improvements  to 
the  modes  of  practice,  which  had  been  in 
vogue,  an  hundred  years  before. 

It  is  needlefs  to  mention  other  authors, 
as  moft  of  them,  worth  notice,  laid  down 
nearly  the  fame  plan. 

I  am  not  infenfible  of  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  credit  to  new  thoughts  and  new 
methods  of  practice,  particularly  in  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  It  is  equally  difficult  to 
difcover,  afcertain  and  eftablifh  new  me¬ 
thods  upon  fure  and  unerring  principles, 

C  evept 
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even  in  hofpitals  *,  and  much  more  fo  in  thd 
confined  employment  of  one  profeflor :  nor 
is  it  to  be  done  at  all,  without  a  daily  and 
long  ferutiny  into  a  multiplicity  of  expert 
ments  cautioufly  made,  in  a  great  variety 
of  cafes,  fuitable  to  fuch  a  noble  purpofe* 
The  execution  of  fuch  a  tafk  requires  alfo  a 
great  number  of  patients  j  which  falls  to 
the  fhare  of  few  furgeons. 

From  the  Year  1494?  furgeons  have  not 
very  widely  diflented  from  an  uniformity  of 
practice,  and  yet  i(  *  It  is  evident  there 

have  been  more  authors  who  have  prof ejfedly 
“  treated  upon  this  fubjedl ,  (if  we  except 
“  the  plague  and  pefilential  Fever)  than  wire 
“  ever  known  of  any  other  ficknefs  in  all  ages 
“  paft.  Nor  need  we  admire  at  this ,  fnce 
<c  from  the  time  oj  its  firf  invafon ,  no  one 
4t  difeafe  has  been  more  frequent,  more 


*  Astruc,  Vol.  II.  p.  222. 

it 


AFFEIC-* 
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u  afflicting  and  intricate,  and  con - 
“  fequently  more  deferving  of  medical  enquiry . 
“  Epiphanus  Fernandus,  even  at  that 
ct  time>  or  in  the  year  1620,  makes  mention 
€t  °f four  [core  authors  who  had  difcourfed  upon 
“  this  topic  of  Venereal  Difeafe  :  My f elf  can 
“  reckon  up  at  this  time  above  175 ;  neither 

(I  am  verily  perfuadedj  have  all  of  them 
u  fallen  under  my  obfervation” 

The  ufual  method  for  a  Clap>  from  furge- 
ons  of  the  firft  eminence,  to  the  apothe¬ 
cary’s  ’prentice,  has  been  nearly  the  fame. 

A  few  grains  of  Calomel  daily  3  purging 
“  it  off \  commonly  fo  called,  every  third 
“  or  fourth  day,  till  they  imagined  the  in- 
<€  fedtion  was  removed  which  might  hap- 
t€  pen  in  four,  five  or  fix  weeks,  and  then 
€t  finishing  with  Balf  Capiv.  &c.  fo  far  as 
<c  to  what  has  been  termed,  a  trifing  weep - 
*e  ingy  of  which  they  made  little  account ; 
u  either  advifing  the  patiejtf,  who  was  fo 

C  2  in 
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€<  in  the  ftridt  fenfe  of  the  word,  to  the  ufe 
lc  of  the  cold  bath,  or  to  leave  it  to  nature , 
“  for  that  it  would  in  time  vanifh  of  its 
“  own  accord.”  ' 

*■ 

It  is  needlefs  to  animadvert  on  fuch  prac¬ 
tice  and  advice,  becaufe  many  thoufands 
have  experienced  the  bad  confequences. 

t  *  t ,  . 

The  cure  of  Gleets ,  or  that  difeharge  of  un- 

infedtious  matter,  which  frequently  follows 

< 

the  Clap,  has  been,  time  out  of  mind,  in¬ 
effectually  attempted  by  loads  of  balfamic, 
ajlringent  and  Jlyptic  medicines ,  internally,  as 
well  as  by  injeBions :  In  which  cafes  only 
injections  have  been  much  trufted  to. 

Formerly  Gleets  were  often  deemed  in¬ 
curable,  but  fince  the  reviv'd  ufe  of  Bou¬ 
gies,  fcarcely  any  Gleet  refills  a  cure,  except 
in  long  negledted  cafes,  wherein  many 
fijlulas  are  formed,  fome  of  which  alfa  are 

curable  $ 
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curable  ;  or  when  Bougies  are  unfkilfully 


managed. 


Every  ftage  of  the  Pox ,  from  a  flight 
chancre  to  foul  bones,  has  undergone  al- 
molt  one  invariable  method ;  the  grand 
remede ,  or  the  mercurial  ointment ,  applied 
in  quantities  fufficient  to  falivate ,  or  fmaller 
quantities  longer  continued,  and  allayed 
by  means  and  medicines  promoting  fweat 
or  ftools.  Thefe  methods  have  indeed 
been  fome  time  paft  lefs  in  vogue  fince 
corrofve  fublimate  has  been  rendered  fa- 
lhionable,  both  in  publick  and  private 
practice.  The  uncertain  and  bad  fuccefs 
attending  this  new  mode,  as  well  as  the  old 
one,  is,  I  believe  now  fufficiently  known, 
and  therefore  prevents  me  the  trouble  of 
faying  any  thing  more  on  that  fubjedt,  not- 
withftanding  many  cures  have  been  thereby 
performed. 


(  H  ) 


,/ 

It  muft  appear  ftrange  to  every  fpecula- 
tive  man,  that  during  more  than  two  Cen - 
turies  and  an  halfy  fo  little  alteration  or  im¬ 
provement  has  been  made  in  the  cure  of 
difeafes,  fo  numerous  and  frequent,  and 
which  chiefly  in  their  word:  ftages,  both 
in  rich  and  poor,  become  objedts  of  the 
moft  able  furgeons:  Probably  fome  rea- 
fbns,  may  be  afligned  for  this  deficiency ; 
as,  the  hazard  of  reputation  by  experi¬ 
ments,  the  expence  of  remedies,  full  em¬ 
ployment  in  the  general  practice  of  furgery* 
or  a  natural  difpofition  to  the  more  mecha¬ 
nical  parts  of  the  art,  fuch  as  lithotomy ,  am - 
filiation,  &c.  which  although  a  fludy  n<*t 
more  noble  or  meritorious,  yet  by  being 
more  confpicuous,  is  fometimes  productive 
of  fpeedier  preferment  to  an  hofpital,  the 
ftraighteft  and  fmootheft  road  to  popularity, 
employment,  and  emolument :  fuch  prac¬ 
titioners  as  thefe  have  alfo  the  benefit  of 
public  appiaufe,  from  dexteroufly  amfuta - 
*  ting 


(  IJ  ) 


/  , 

ting  a  limb,  in  cafe  of  a  foul  bone  or  other-* 
wife ;  while  the  furgeon  who  cures  a  foul 
bone  and  preferves  the  limb,  muft  of  necef- 
fity,  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  ftifle 
the  merit  in  profound  fecrecy;  probably 
too  with  a  third  part  of  that  gratuity,  which 
the  other  thinks  himfelf  juftly  intitled  to, 
and  yet  the  fkill  of  the  latter  is  beyond 
comparifon,  more  to  be  admired,  and  ought 
to  be  more  rewarded* 

i 

/  j  V 

I  do  not  however  defign  to  caft  any  un- 
due  reflections  on  my  brethren,  for  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  many  of  them  are  orna¬ 
ments  to  the  profefilon,  having  defervedly 
great  practice  and  equal  ability ;  but  it  is 
impoflible  to  excell  in  every  branch  of  it# 
That  is  all  I  contend  for. 

4 

The  genius  of  one  man,  may  lead  more 
particularly  to  the  ftudy  of  one  part  of  the 
art,  than  another  5  if  therefore  every  one 

would 
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would  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  admit  of  the 
Superiority,  which  fhines  forth  in  the 
peculiar  -f*  province  of  his  brother,  with¬ 
out  envious  detra&ion  from  his  merit;  it 
would  promote  and  cement  that  union  and 
friendship  among  chirurgical  profeflors  in 
general,  which  I  fear  is  now  confined  to 
about  a  jiftee7ith  part  of  the  whole,  within 

r  , 

the  bills  of  mortality. 

There,  I  fear,  PARTIALITY  has 
fixed  her  ftandard ;  notwithstanding  an 
equal  degree  of  natural  and  acquired  abili¬ 
ties,  requifite  to  the  establishment  of  a  good 
furgeon,  may  be  found  in  a  great  number 
of  their  other  brethren ;  but  who  have  not 
iiiet  with  a  lucky  hit ,  to  bring  them  forth  to 
the  touchfione  of  probation. 

X 


+  Each  might  his  Several  Province  well  command. 
Would  all  but  (loop  to  what  they  underftand. 

Pope. 

A  lucky 


(  i7  ) 
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A  lucky  hit  I  term  it,  for  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  hand  of  a  perfon  of  diflinc- 
tion  ;  national,  but  praife -worthy  attach¬ 
ment  5  fenatorial  or  diffenting  intereft ;  a 
dofs  of  aurum ,  or  other  incidental  means, 
have  raifcd  more  furgeons  to  public  fame, 
and  polls  of  honour,  than  flerling  merit  and 
found  knowledge.  I  do  not  hereby  wilh  to 
infinuate,  that  fuch  gentlemen  are  deftitute 
of  the  qualifications  requifite  to  their  popu¬ 
lar  and  valuable  appointments,  for  I  avow 
the  contrary  :  But  that  thefe  qualifications  are 
not  the  Jleps9  by  which  in  general  they 
mount  to  preferment. 

Having  declared  my  obje&ions  to  the 
ujual  modes  of  cure  in  the  Venereal  Difeafe , 
I  (hall  now  lay  before  you  my  new  thoughts 
and  obfervations  on  that  fubjedt.  They 
have  their  foundation  in  experience ;  but  if 
after  a  faithful  relation  of  them,  any  doubts 

D  of 
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of  my  practice  refulting  therefrom,  Ihould 
arife,  my  reputation  lhall  ftand  or  fall  by 
another  public  proof  of  their  validity,  or  the 
ocular  conviction  of  any  eminent  furgeon 
of  probity. 


In  regard  to  the  improvements,  which 


from  time  to  time  I  have  added  to  my 
practice,  I  do  not  flatter  myfelf,  with 
having  done  a  fiftieth  part  of  what  I  muft 
leave  undone. 


Life  is  (hort,  art  long,  experience  difScult. 

Hippocrates  . 

*  A  0 

But  if  the  fmall  advancement  I  have 
made,  at  great  expence  of  money,  la~ 
hour  and  anxiety,  towards  a  happier 
method  of  cure,  than  heretofore ;  and 

•  r  '  *  r  ■*!  4  ’  •  *  '  •  r  •;  *,/  ft  f  j 

the  few  hints,  which  I  lhall  give,  Ihould 

excite 


» 


C  19  ) 


excite  an  emulation  in  others  to  purfue 
the  track,  in  order  to  inveftigate  yet 

.  '  *  '  .  u 

greater  discoveries,  for  the  happinefs  and 
ivelfare  of  mankind,  I  (hall  receive  much 
Satisfaction  ;  efpecially  in  my  laft  hours, 
when  I  may  be  able  to  reflect  that  I  was 
created  for  fome  good  purpofe,  and  that  in 
my  paflage  to  the  grave,  I  may  perchance 
have  the  praifes  of  many  perfons,  who, 
providentially,  through  my  endeavours  hap¬ 
pily  furvive  me.  Now  to  bufirtefs. 


I  believe  all  judicious  furgeons  agree,  that 
the  moft  difficult,  doubtful,  and  perplexing 
part  of  the  Venereal  Difeafey  in  its  cure, 
and  often  the  moft  dangerous  in  its  con- 
fequences,  is  the  Clap ;  proceeding  Some¬ 
times  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  itfelf, 
and  frequently  from  the  inexperience  of 
the  Surgeon,  or  the  defedt  of  due  care  and 

candour  of  the  patient. 


D  2 


Nice 


(  2°. ) 


Nice  and  critical  circumftances ;  many 

little  incidents,  and  accidents,  which 

happen  unexpectedly  and  unobferved, 

« 

may  defeat  the  expectations  of  the  moffc 
able  furgeon,  whatever  may  be  his  mode 
of  cure. 

_  \  (  if,  *  »  f 

*  ^ 

There  are  indifputably,  bad  and  dif-» 
ferent  fymptoms,  in  various  habits  and  de¬ 
grees  of  infection ;  but  there  are  other 

•c  4  %,  'i  i 

obftacles,  wholly  chargeable  to  the  mif- 
conduCt  of  patients :  Such  are  improper 
diet,  the  too  free  ufe  of  itrong  liquors, 
little  fleep,  much  exercife  on  foot,  horfe- 
back,  or  in  a  carriage,  and  the  ufe  of 

women. 

<  v  '  •  v 
s 

■ 

The  bad  effeCts  of  high  feafoned  food, 
acids,  fpirituous  liquors,  and  even  ftrong 
beer,  fpeedily  and  frequently  become  evi¬ 
dent  in  many  cafes ;  although  not  in  thofe 
amazing  injlances  charged  on  Cayenne  pepper , 
by  a  very  worthy  and  experienced  bro¬ 
ther. 
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ther.  Neverthelefs  it  may  be  clearly 
evinced,  that  a  few  glades  of  punch,  or 
the  vinegar,  pepper,  muftard  and  horfe- 
radifh,  daily  ufed  with  our  food,  will  pro¬ 
mote  the  difeharge,  even  at  the  eve  of  a 
cure,  and  often  renew  it  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  after  the  furgeon  has  been 
difeharged.  Can  you  give  credit  to  the 
affertion,  that  even  a  Glafs  of  wine ,  wine 
and  water ,  or  a  little  juice  of  lemon ,  has 
indantly  produced  the  moll:  excruciating 
pain  in  the  urethra  ?  Such  a  proof  there 

**  V 

is,  if  the  folemn  declarations  of  a  man  of 
probity  are  to  be  relied  on.  The  cafe  is 
this. 

One  of  the  medical  profellion,  whom  I 
am  fure  you  know ;  a  man  of  underftand- 
ing  and  found  judgment  in  other  matters, 
was  baffled  with  a  clap  three  months  or 
longer,  before  he  applied  to  me,  notwith- 
ftanding  he  had  taken  more  mercurial  pre- 

t  \ 

{  parations. 


(  zz  y 

parations,  purges,  &c.  than  might  have 
cured  twenty  perfons. 

~  4  9  'l  *  i 

i 

The  quantity  and  corrolive  quality  of  the 
matter  was  beyond  conception ;  and  the 
urethra  thereby  rendered  fo  exquifitely 
inflammatory  and  painful,  that  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  I  could  pafs,  or  he  ad¬ 
mit  a  bougie ,  although  not  larger  or  lefs  pli¬ 
able  than  a  packthread  s  and  which,  even 
when  accompliihed,  required  great  refolu- 
tion  to  retain  an  hour.  Neverthelefs,  as  it 
was  obvious,  that  obftruftions  in  the  ure~ 
thra  were  the  caufe  *  or  effett  of  that  im¬ 
moderate  and  painful  difeharge  of  matter, 
I  advifed  him  to  the  gradual  ufe  of  bougies% 
and  an  alterative  drink,  but  totally  to  omit 
all  preparations  of  mercury  :  Whereby,  in 
time  a  cure  was  effected . 


*  My  brethren  may  decide  that  point. 

During 


> 
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During  his  attendance,  he  often  told  me# 
that  nothing  could  induce  him  to  drink  a 
glafs  of  wine,  or  even  wine  and  water,  or 

to  fuck  a  little  lemon-juice,  for  that  he 

% 

had  experienced  the  immediate  effect  to  be 
pains  in  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  foies 
of  the  feet,  which  with  a  fudden  tranfl^ 
tion  feized  the  urethra  j  infomuch  that, 
according  to  his  own  words,  if  it  was 
not  for  fhame,  he  could  have  rolled  on  the 
floor. 

*  *  i ,  *'  '  r 

The  foregoing  circumftances,  Angular  and 
incredible  as  they  may  appear,  I  will  at 
any  time  in  cqnfldence,  as  fully  as  poffible 
prove  to  you.  The  perfon  being  now  alive 
and  well. 

Too  little  fleep  prevents  a  due  degree  of 
perfpiration,  and  caufes  an  unnatural  heat 
of  body,  of  which  the  urethra  partakes, 
and  the  difeharge  increafes. 


Im- 
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Immoderate  exercife  not  only  prolongs 
butincreafes  the  difcharge,  in  proportion  to 
the  increafed  velocity  of  the  circulating 

^  •  r  .  -  *  1 

fluids;  and  to  the  injury  received,  by  the 
fridtion  of  the  parts  affedted; 

The  moderate  ufe  of  women,  although 
prejudicial,  I  have  feldom  found  equally  fo 
to  the  obftacles  before  mentioned. 


To  add  to  the  whole,  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  are  guilty  of  negledt,  both 

* 

in  relation  to  medicine  and  attendance, 
efpecially  when  they  are  informed  that  the 
infection  is  removed,  and  experience  proves 
it.  However,  patients  never  err>  for  what¬ 
ever  happens  amifs  is  charged  to  the  fur- 
geon’s  account,  and  fometimes  proclaimed 
in  public  to  their  acquaintance,  without 
regard  to  common  honefty,  truth  or  juf- 
tice.  I  remember  your  obfervation,  when 
we  were  both  employed  in  the  cure  of  a 

perfon 
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0 


perfon  of  diftindion  ;  that  if  a  furgeon  cured 
ninetee?i  claps  well  in  one  perfon,  and  the 
twentieth ,  by  any  accident,  was  not  attended 
with  equal  fuccefs,  the  merit  of  the  others 
Was  totally  obliterated. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  difadvantages,  to 
which  the  furgeon  and  patient  are  in  gene¬ 
ral  fubjed,  there  are  fome  very  particu¬ 
lar  exceptions. 

I  have  cured  one  gentleman  of  many  claps 
in  feven  years.  He  feldom  goes  to  bed  be¬ 
fore  two  or  three  in  the  morning,  after 
drinking  one  or  two  bottles  of  Claret,  or 
other  wine ;  yet  it  is  rare  that  a  clap  re¬ 
quires  a  fortnight’s  attention  :  Indeed  he  is 
conftant  in  his  vifits,  fo  long  as  they  are 
necelfary. 

Another  gentleman,  whofe  occupation 
confifts  in  daily  riding  on  horfeback,  many 

miles,  and  dancing,  has  feveral  times 

E  ob- 


% 
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obtained  a  cure ;  fooner  than  many  others, 
with  the  greateft  care  and  regularity.  But 
thefe  are  not  examples,  fufficient  to  induce 
others  to  the  lame  pradlice. 

When  a  patient  applies  to  a  furgeon,  for 
the  cure  of  a  clap,  I  think  it  behoves  the 
latter  to  enquire  minutely  into  the  reali¬ 
ty  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  tip^roi  its  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  whether  it  be  Jimple  or  compound , 
of  lo?2g  or  Jhort  duration  :  Circumftances 
which  make  a  material  difference  in  the 
prognoftic,  and  cure,  and  on  which  the 

furgeon’s  credit  alfo  much  depends. - 1 

fay  Jimple  or  compound ,  not  in  that  fenfe 
which  has  been  commonly  adopted ;  for, 
however  lingular  I  may  appear,  I  call  that 
clap  Jimple ,  which  is  contracted  from  a  wo¬ 
man  having  only  a  clap,  but  compound , 
when  received  from  a  woman  having  alfo 
an  old  or  a  recent  pox. 
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Ignorance  of  the  time  when  a  clap  com¬ 
mences,  may  deceive  the  furgeon,  and  to¬ 
tally  fruftrate  the  cure,  becaufe  it  may 
be  a  recent  gleet,  of  two  or  three  months 
duration  only,  which  has  eluded  the  art 
of  another  furgeon,  although  he  may  have 
removed  the  infection  ;  or  it  may  be  a  re¬ 
cent  clap,  attended  with  an  oid gleet :  Cafes 
not  always  confeffed  or  voluntarily  made 
clear,  left  the  patient  ihould  be  flighted  in 
the  firfl:  cafe,  for  having  preferred  another, 
and  in  the  fecond,  that  he  may  take  the 
chance  of  being  cured  of  both,  at  the  fame 
eafy  expence. 

It  is  well  known  that  my  methods  of 
cure  in  the  Jimple  clap,  are  by  various  injec¬ 
tions  and  alterative  mercurial  pills  ;  adapted 
to  different  cafes  and  conftitutions  :  And 
in  this  practice  I  think  myfelf  fully  juf- 
tified. 


S  2 


Many 
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Many  years  I  purfued  the  ufual  forms, 
but,  I  folemnly  declare,  not  with  that  fa- 
tisfadlion  to  myfelf,  or  eafe,  fafety,  and 
expedition  to  my  patients,  which  I  have 
fince  experienced  :  I  now  meet  with 
fewer  inconveniences,  and  lefs  troublefome 
fymptoms ;  which  gentlemen  who  have 
been  under  my  care  know  experimental¬ 
ly  ;  and  will  teftify,  that  they  have  fuf- 
fered  more  by  one  clap  formerly,  than 
they  do  now  by  ten.  I  do  not  truly 
know,  that  any  thing  more  than  injection 
is  abfolutely  neceffary,  except  due  care 
and  regularity,  having  fafely  performed 
many  cures  by  that  alone ;  for  fome  per- 
fons  have  a  great  averfion  to  pills >  and  in 
gouty  and  rheumatic  habits  of  body,  I 
have  been  put  to  the  neceflity  of  omitting 
them,  being  fully  convinced  by  a  variety 
of  examples,  that  a  very  fmall  quantity 
of  any  mercurial  preparation,  has  really 

brought 


I 
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brought  on  the  gout  and  rheumatifm  in  fuch 
perfons,  as  have  before  been  afflicted  with 
thofe  difeafes. 

I  took  the  hint  of  curing  by  injection 
thirty-five  years  ago.  Mr.  Green,  a  fur- 
geon  of  Lemon- fir eet ,  Goodmans  Fields , 
was,  I  believe  at  that  time,  the  only  man 
who  attempted  that  practice ;  which  raifed 
much  clamour,  many  obje&ions  and  pre¬ 
judices  againfi:  him :  He  was  adjudged 
moft  afluredly  to  pox  all  his  patients,  and 
yet  not  a  Jingle  inftance  of  injury  being 
done,  or  failure  of  a  fafe  and  good  cure, 
could  be  produced.  He  had  many  experi¬ 
enced  advocates,  made  a  rapid  progrefs, 
and,  if  death  had  not  intervened,  his  refo- 
lution,  good  character  and  fuccefs,  would 
probably  have  difpelled  the  mitt,  that  ob- 

fcured  the  fight  of  many,  if  not  all  the 
furgeons,  cotemporary  with  him ;  not- 
withftanding  one  difadvantage,  to  which 

he 
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he  was  rendered  continually  liable  :  His 
patients,  who  felt  little  more  of  the  difeafe, 

i  ■> 

than  the  difcharge ,  would  not  endure  a  re- 
ftraint  from  their  ufual  recreations,  which, 
by  rendering  their  cure  much  more  tedi¬ 
ous,  often  produced  a  gleet,  that  might, 
not  otherwife  have  happened,  and  reflected 
an  odium  on  his  practice,  which  gave  the 
furgeons  an  opportunity  of  detracting  from 
his  merit ;  while  their  own  patients,  who 
had  been  debarred  from  all  luch  exceffes, 
by  gripings,  purgings,  and  a  ftriCt  injunction 
to  live  according  to  rule,  two  or  three 
months,  fuffered  ten  times  more  in  their 
health,  and  exclufive  of  a  worfe  gleet,  ren¬ 
dered  incurable  for  life  :  For  then  bougies 
were  not  in  ufe. 

It  is  abfurd  as  well  as  inhuman,  to  con¬ 
demn  a  man  folely  for  the  fake  of  oppo- 
fition  and  envy,  or  to  judge  unfavourably 
of  his  abilities,  in  J peculation ,  becaufe  we 


are 
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are  not  fo  happy  to  arrive  at  his  degree  of 
fkill,  or  if  fo,'  have  no'  r  *  *"  Efficient  to 
carry  it  into  execution. 


After  the  death  of  Mr.  Green *  I  heard 
no  more  of  injections.  I  was  too  young  to 
engage  in  novel  practice,  and  too  weak 
to  encounter  the  difficulties,  which  might 
attend  fuch  an  hazardous  enterprize.  We 
had  no  injections  in  common  ufe,  but  thofe 
prepared  with  troch.  alb.  rhaf  and  lap . 
medic  ament  os :  To  which  the  famous  Dr. 
burner  and  others,  were  fearful  of  trad¬ 
ing,  till  they  were  well  allured  that 
the  infection  was  removed  in  the  ufual 
manner. 

This  (hews  that  the  furgeons  were  ig¬ 
norant  of  Jdfe  and  proper  injections ,  and 
were  likely  to  remain  fo ;  for  notwith- 
ftanding  venereal  complaints  were  nume¬ 
rous  and  common,  yet  when  divided 
among  phyficians ,  furgeons ,  apothecaries , 


t 
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chemifts ,  and  quacks ;  a  few  only  fell  to  the 
lot  of  a  private  furgeon.  *  The  principal 
and  prime  part  of  the  bufinefs  being  en- 
grolled  by  a  few  furgeons  of  popular  cha¬ 
racter  ;  who  made  fo  good  an  account  of 
houfes  fitted  up  for  the  rece^lwp  and  fali- 
vation  of  their  wealthy  and  noble  patients, 
that  a  deviation  from  the  old  practice, 
however  laudable,  might  caufe  a  reduction 
of  their  gains,  which  were  very  alluring, 
as  they  were  exceffive.  Trifling  cafes,  as 
fimple  claps,  were  therefore  little  worthy  'r 
their  attention. 

/  • 

As  to  myfelf,  length  of  time  and  occa- 
fonal  experiments,  gradually  opened  to 
my  view  fufficient  incitement  to  the  ufe 
of  injections :  The  talk  was  great,  my 
fears  and  apprehenfions  many,  and  my 
patients  few ;  but  as  I  proceeded  with 
great  caution  and  an  anxious  defire  of  fuc- 
cefs,  if  poflible,  I  happily  explored  fufficient 

v 


t 
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proofs  of  the  reCtitude  of  my  practice : 
Which,  with  the  knowledge  I  had  acquir¬ 
ed,  of  curing  poxes  without  falivation ,  en¬ 
couraged  me  to  engage  in  the  cure  of  the 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  FOOT  GUARDS 

wherein  my  fuccefs  has  been  legally  con-* 
firmed. 

Some  objections  have  been  made  againft 
the  ufe  of  injections  in  general,  without 

j 

knowing  or  admitting  their  various  compo- 
fitions.  It  has  been  alledged ; 

I  ft.  That  they  lock  up  the  infectious  matter > 

2dly.  That  the  patient  becomes  poxed 
thereby . 

4 

jdly.  That  f welled  t eft icles  are  often  the 
confequences . 


#  By  defire  of  the  right  honourable  field  marfhal, 
Earl  LiooNiERi  and  General  Carr. 

F  4thly. 
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4thly,  That  they  caufe  JlriBures,  carun¬ 
cles ,  &c.  in  the  urethra . 

It  is  not  to  be  expelled,  that  I  fhould 
account  for  all  forts  of  injections.  Proba¬ 
bly  much  mifchief  may  have  enfued  from 
the  ufe  of  many  of  them ;  but  I  can  faith¬ 
fully  anfwer  for  my  own ,  and  I  take  this 
opportunity  to  allure  you  in  the  moft  fo- 

lemn  manner,  that  I  have  never  difcovered 

■ 

an  inftance  of  a  pox  or  pocky  Jymptom ,  caufed 
by  my  injections,  even  among  the  foldiers, 
moft  of  whom  were  the  moft  irregular 
fet  of  patients  that  a  furgeon  could  meet 
with. 

I  am  under  no  temptation  to  teftify  a  fal- 
fity,  as  the  cure  of  claps  is  a  matter  indif¬ 
ferent  to  me  ;  and  furthermore  I  fcorn  to  de¬ 
ceive  you  or  any  other  perfon.  I  candidly 
confefs,  that  formerly  fome  of  my  injections 
caufed  much  pain,  and  that  was  the  only 
inconvenience  that  attended  the  ufe  of  them ; 

t 

w  ,  for 
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for  which  reafon  I  omitted  them,  and  ufed 
a  milder  fort. 

This  replies  to  the  two  firft  objections. 

In  regard  to  the  third.  If  fwelled  tejii - 
cles  never  occurred,  but  to  fuch  patients  as 
were  treated  with  injections,  there  might  be 
folid  foundation  for  that  affertion  ;  but  fo 
long  as  it  will  appear  evident,  that  even 
among  judicious  furgeons,  patients  are  not 
more  exempt  from  thofe  accidents,  under 
all  methods  of  cure,  wherein  injections 
have  had  no  place ;  that  objection  drops 
of  itfelf. 

The  4th  is  alfo  eafily  refuted.  Many 
proofs  have  convinced  me  that  claps  are 
lefs  liable  to  fucceeding  JlriClures,  carun¬ 
cles,  &c,  from  the  ufe  of  proper  injections 
than  without  them.  Befide,  mark  the 
abfurd  contraji !  even  granting  that  injec¬ 
tions  were  compofed  of  ajlringent  and 

F  2  Jlyptic 
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Jlyptic  medicines,  can  they  caufe  and  cure 
the  fame  difeafe  ?  for  the  belt  authors 
and  pradtioners  admit  of  the  free  ufe  of 
them,  immediately  after  the  infection  is 
run  off,  if  the  remaining  dilcharge  will 
not  yield  to  balfamics  and  afringents  in¬ 
ternally* 

4  *  i 

Monfieur  Daran  has  publilhed  a  long, 
and  accurate  hiftory  of  cafes  and  cures  of 
that  fort,  which  happened  abroad.  I  (hould 
be  glad  to  know  the  caufes  affigned  for  that 
immenfe  number  of  alarming  and  amazing 
inftances  of  gleets ,  caruncles ,  carnofities ,  ex- 
crefcences,  flridlures,  fiftulas,  &c.  they  use 

NO  INJECTIONS  THERE. 

!•  .  .  v  t  - 

My  obfervations  have  induced  me  to 

fufpedt,  that  thole  dire  diforders  often  pro- 

■%» 

ceed  from  a  long  continued  difeharge  of 

matter. 
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matter  *,  the  corrofive  quality  of  it,  vary¬ 
ing  according  to  the  degrees  of  infection, 
and  different  habits  of  body. 

*  «  .  'V 

The  real  ftate  of  the  matter  will,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  at  length  prove,  that  if  twenty  fur- 
geons  fhould  have  each  twenty  patients, 
and  as  many  different  modes  of  treatment, 
each  furgeon  would  find  fome  cafes  end  in 
gleets ,  caruncles ,  &c.  in  defiance  to  the 
greatefl  fagacity  and  circumfpedtion  :  Ad¬ 
mitting  too,  that  they  were  all  confined 
to  their  chambers. 

I  muft  here  mention  that  injections  are  fo 
far  from  caufing  gleets ,  that  I  have  cured 
fome  recent  claps ,  attended  with  old  gleets 

entirely  by  injections . 


*  If  the  cure  be  flubbered  over,  or  long  delayed, 
caruncles  arife  in  the  urethra ,  and  in  the  progrefs  of 
time,  a  carnofity,  &c.  Wiseman. 

I  believe 
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I  believe  you  do  not  forget  a  bad  cafe, 
wherein  no  injection  had  been  ufed,  and  yet 
the  patient  differed  mod;  of  the  inconve¬ 
niences  charged  to  that  account.  It  was 
this. 

A  gentleman  of  fortune  applied  to  me 
in  great  agony,  with  a  total  fuppreffion  of 
urine  j  after  I  had  relieved  him,  he  in¬ 
formed  me,  that  he  had  been  under  the 
care  of  a  furgeon  three  months  for  a 
clap ,  and  enveighed  bitterly  againft  the 
treatment  he  had  undergone,  faying,  he 
had  thereby  a  fwelling  brought  on  near 
the  anus .  On  examination  I  perceived  an 
abfcels  forming  in  perinceo .  The  necef- 
fity  of  haftening  the  fuppuration,  and 
the  probability  of  his  urine  paffing  that 

i 

way,  after  an  incifion  made  for  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  matter,  induced  me  to  propofe 
you  in  confultation,  in  order  to  juftify 
the  propriety  of  my  proceedings,  and  to 

parry 
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parry  the  thruft  which  he  might  unjufl> 
]y  make  at  me,  as  well  as  my  brother 
furgeon. 

In  your  prefence  I  laid  open  the  abfcefs, 
and  afterwards  at  the  firfh  difcharge  of  urine, 
fome  part  of  it  according  to  our  prediction, 
paffed  that  way. 

The  introduction  of  a  fmall  bougie  ma- 
nifefted  an  obftruCtion  in  the  urethray  and 
on  that  account,  the  continual  ufe  of  bou¬ 
gies  was  advifed,  till  a  perfeCt  cure  was 
compleated,  which  came  to  pafs  in  three 
months ;  and  to  this  time  he  remains  per¬ 
fectly  well. 

I  have  at  this  time  under  my  care  a 
-furgeon  afflicted  with  three  fjlulas , 
through  which  fome  of  the  urine  and  alfo 
femen  were  difcharged  y  one  at  the  point 

'  of 
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©f  the  left  buttock,  and  two  in  perinrto, 
the  confequences  of  a  clap  and  gleet  of  fome 
months  duration,  which  he  h'ad  altogether 

treated,  without  injection.  He  is  nearly 
cured,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  becaufe 
his  profeffion  could  not  admit  of  confine¬ 
ment,  but  obliged  him  to  ride  on  horfe- 
back,  more  or  lefs  almoft  every  day. 

I  could  give  many  inftances  of  fuch 

,  t  \  •  4  •  » 

cafes. 

In  fine,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  the 
written  authorities  of  paft  ages,  caruncles , 
&c.  bear  nearly  the  fame  date  as  claps . 
Whether  we  take  it  from  Wiseman,  fur- 
geon  to  King  Charles  2d;  Theodore 
Turquet  de  Mayerne,  of  Geneva , 
Phyfician  to  King  James  ift  Queen 
Anne,  and  King  Charles  ift;  Fran¬ 
cis  Rachine,  Phyfician  of  Montpelier ; 

1620. 
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1626.  or  from  John  Arden,  *  Efq$  one 
of  the  furgeons  to  King  Richard  2d,  and 
likewife  King"  Henry  4th,  about  the  years 
1390,  1400, 

,  b  '  .  •  y  'i 

Compound  claps  I  treat  in  another 
manner.  By  way  of  precaution,  I  adrni- 
nifter  the  fame  medicines,  as  in  a  confirm¬ 
ed,  pox  y  and  alfo  ufe  an  injection,  becaufe 
I  am  well  fatisfied,  that  if  I  did  not  as 
much  as  poffible  prevent  the  corrofive 


*  Mr.  Becket,  a  furgeon,  in  a  letter  publifhed  in 
the  philofophical  tranfaCtions  1720,  fays,  in  his  fearch 
after  the  original  of  this  diftemper,  that  Arden  in  a 
manufcript  curioufly  written  on  vellum,  recites  the 
fymptoms,  phymofis ,  paraphymofis ,  and  carundesy  as  at¬ 
tendants  on  the  ficknefs  of  brenning ,  or  certain  inward 
heat,  with  excoriation  of  the  urethra ;  fo  defined  in 
thofe  days,  but  now  called  the  clap :  And  accordingly 
directs  a  lenient  injeftion  of  woman’s  milk  with  a  little 
oil  of  violets ;  alfo  an  almond-milk  for  the  like  purpofe. 
To  thefe  fmooth,  oily,  ( not  ajlringent )  injections,  re¬ 
laxing  the  parts  too  much,  Becket  attributes  the  caufe 
of  caruncles . 


/ 
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and  virulent  matter  lying  long  in  the  ure¬ 
thra,  the  blood  and  juices  would  become 
infected,  before  any  internal  remedies  might 
prevail.  For  that  reafon,  I  verily  believe, 
I  have  not  had  under  my  care  a  twentieth 

part  of  the  poxes ,  which  would  otherwife 
have  happened. 

The  queftion  may  be ;  how  are  compound 
claps  diftinguilhed  ?  I  confefs  it  is  a  nice 
point,  which  requires  quick  difeernment, 

as  well  as  much  practice.  Sometimes  in¬ 
deed  the  fymptoms  in'  general  appear  out 
of  proportion,  in  a  higher  degree ;  parti¬ 
cularly  the  quantity  and  colour  of  the  dis¬ 
charged  matter,  which  manifeft  the  greateft 
virulence. 

When  fuch  cafes  happen,  I  am  gene¬ 
rally  right  in  my  conjecture,  although  to 
remove  my  doubts,  I  intreat  my  patients 
to  fearch  out,  if  poffible,  the  fufpeCted 

dulcinea , 
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dulcinea ,  and  either  by  money  or  intreaty, 
to  extort  the  truth  ;  and  when  that  has  been 
obtained,  I  have  not  found  myfelf  miftaken 
above  once  in  ten  cafes. 

Surgeons  therefore  ought  to  keep  this 
matter  in  view,  for  whatever  may  be  the 
method  of  cure,  if  the  cafe  is  treated  as  a 
fmple  clap ,  a  pox  may  enfue,  and  bring  dis¬ 
grace  to  a  furgeon  of  the  firft  character. 

I  have  had  many  patients  from  furgeons, 
exclaiming  vehemently  againft  their  bad 
treatment  for  poxing  them  j  by  fuddenly 
flopping  a  two  months  running  of  yellow 
matter,  with  elediuaries,  &c.  but  have  al¬ 
ways  rectified  their  mifapprehenflons  by  re- 
monftrance,  or  reference  to  the  perfons  of 
whom  the  difeafes  were  contra&ed ;  the 
means  through  which  I  have  fometimes 
acquired  the  appellation  of  a  good  prophet, 
and  wiped  of  the  ftain  from  my  brother 
furgeons, 

G  2 
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Women  in  general  are  fboner  cured  of 
claps  then  men  by  injection ;  for  although 
they  endure  the  fame  degree  of  virulence, 
yet  thofe  difeafes  in  the  latter  are  rendered 
more  obftinate  by  frequent  erections, 
nodturnal  emiffions,  and  ^e  more  imme¬ 
diate  effedt  of  the  urinous  falts.  Cirr 
cumftances  which  I  omitted  to  mention 
before*  -  •  ' 

-  *  *  t  * 

I  now  come  to  the  dangerous  confe- 

•  ^  ^ 

quents  of  claps,  proceeding  from  that 
uninfedtious,  continued  difcharge  of  yel¬ 
low  matter,  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  gleet ,  which  by  negledt,  fooner 
or  later,  whatever  may  be  the  conjunft 
caufe,  moft  commonly  excites  a  heat  and 

difficulty  in  the  difcharge  of  the  femen  as 

.  ,  *  *  *  ■  *  '  -  ’  '  • 

well  as  urine ,  the  ftream  of  the  latter 

*  W  *>  »  ?  ;  v  *  \  * 

being  alfo  gradually  diminifhed,  by  a  con- 

*r' ,  *  *  4  ' 

tradtion  of,  or  an  obftrudtion  in  the  ure¬ 
thra,  till  in  the  end,  a  Jlrangury ,  or  total 
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fupprejfion  of  urine  fupervenes,  often  pro¬ 
ductive  of  abfcejfes  and  jijiulas>  in  peney  peri- 
nczo  fcroto  and  buttocks .  Dire  Disor- 
Pers  !  often  worfe  than  the  ftone  or  gout, 
,or  even  death  itfelf ;  therefore  may  juftly 
be  ranked  among  the  Opprobria  Chirur- 
gorum ,  notwithftanding  a  cure  may  be  com¬ 
monly  obtained  by  a  fldlful  application  of 
bougies . 

That  we  are  now  pofieifed  of  one  remedy 
is  moft  certainly  a  great  bleffing,  but  even 
the  remedy  itfelf  is  commonly  fo  tedious, 
irkfome,  and  difficult  to  be  complied  with, 
that  many  perfops,  (I  dare  aver,  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  within  the  bills  of  mortality)  prefer 
the  prefent  inconveniencies  of  a  very  bad 

■  Wu 

gleet,  and  rifque  the  event  of  its  confequen- 

ces,  rather  than  fubmit  to  the  ufe  of  bou - 

- 

gies;  whence,  among  the  multitude,  many 
perfons  become  victims  to  their  ill-tim’d 
refolutions, 

f  v-  >  7 
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It  1$  much  to  be  lamented,  that  no 
other  remedy  for  the  cure  of  gleets  in  ge¬ 
neral,  previous  to  the  invafion  of  thofe 
tremendous  confequent  fymptoms,  has  yet 
been  invented  :  poflibly  it  may  exift,  and 
in  time  be  brought  to  light,  through  the 
ftudy  and  application  of  fome  diligent  per- 
fon.  Such  an  event  would  fignalize  the 
ingenuity  of  the  inventor,  as  well  as  fill 
his  coffers,  and  the  deferved  praifes  of  the 
prefent  as  well  as  fucceeding  generations, 
would  tranfmit  his  fame  to  the  latefl 
pofterity. 

For  my  own  part,  I  would'  fuftain  any 
poflible  labour  of  body  or  mind  to  explore 
fo  valuable  an  acquifition  notwithftanding 
there  would  be  little  probability  of  my  en¬ 
joying  more,  than  the  pleafing  reflection  of 
having  contributed  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs 
of  my  fellow  creatures. 


IhavQ 
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I  have  already  made  fome  attempts  to 
that  laudable  purpofe ;  fome  of  which 
have  fucceeded  to  my  fanguine  expectation, 
as  one  to  four ,  but  others  have  defeated  the 
fame  means,  and  forced  me  to  the  dernier 
rejforty  bougies .  Neverthelefs>  I  purpofe  to 
perfift  in  that  work,  in  order  to  make  as 
great  a  progrefs,  as  my  health  and  life  will 
admit. 

r 

If  I  fhould  arrive  at  the  fatisfadtion  of 
greater  fuccefs,  in  any  manner  worthy 
your  notice,  I  fhall  chearfully  fubmit  the 
hiftory  of  fuch  cafes  to  your  difcerning 
eye.  . 

In  relation  to  gleets ,  I  believe,  many 
miftakes  are  committed.  It  is  not  un¬ 
common  to  meet  with  perfons,  who  have 

firft  attended  furgeons,  one,  two  or  three 
months  with  a  clap ,  and  having  then  a 

diffidence  of  their  ikill,  apply  to  others 

not 
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not  more  fkilful;  for  on  perceiving  tihe 
linen  much  ftained  with  a yellow  running, 
they  pronounce  the  infection  is  not  removed* 
and  therefore  put  them  under  a  fecond 
courfe  of  mercurials ,  purging ,  &c.  which, 
if  they  knew  well  how  to  diftinguifh  a  gleet 
from  a  clap ,  they  would  mod:  certainly 
have  avoided. 

Now,  for  the  fake  of  fuch  furgeons,  who 
alfo  are  apt  to  judge  that  the  infedion  re¬ 
mains  fo  long  as  the  linen  is  ting’d  with 
yellow  colour,  I  hereby  aflure  them  of  a 
truth,  that  neither  the  quality  or  quantity 
of  the  difcharge  in  appearance,  is  a  Jure  di- 
agnoftic  of  a  clap . 

Very  many  gleets  retain  a  deep  yellow 

colour,  and  often  run  as  much  or  more 

* 

than  the  greater  part  of  claps9  without 
containing  the  lead:  infedion  :  neverthe^ 
lefs,  there  is  a  degree  of  acrimony,  fuffi- 

cient 
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cieht  to  produce  an  inflammatory  rednefg  of 
the  glansy  and  heat  of  urine ;  very  fimilar 
to  the  effects  of  an  infectious  virulence. 

Many  patients  have  applied  to  me  whofe 
gleets  have  commenced  before  marriage ; 
but  who  have  not  required  my  afliftance 
till  after  the  expiration  of  fome  years : 
They  had  often  been  alarmed  with  the 
above  recited  fymptoms,  after  a  day’s  ri¬ 
ding,  or  a  cheerful  glafs,  notwithftanding 
their  wives  and  children  remained  in  per- 
feCt  health.  A  clear  proof  of  uninfeCtious 
matter. 

A  fwelled  tefticle  is  the  common  confer 
quence  of  a  clap,  and  fometimes  an  at¬ 
tendant  on  a  gleet >  efpecially  during  the  ufe 
of  bougies ,  if  they  give  much  pain. 

Several  caufes  have  been  afligned  for 
that  accident.  Some  furgeons  fay,  that  it 
proceeds  from  a  cold,  attended  with  a 

H  flight 
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flight  fever,  which  flopping  the  difchargc, 
fixes  it  ufually  in  £hat  gland.  Others  arc 
of  opinion  that  as  foon  as  the  teflicle  is 
fwelled,  the  patient  is  poxed,  particularly, 
if  they  difcover  that  injections  have  been 
applied ;  fo  great  is  their  prejudice  or  ig¬ 
norance  :  and  yet,  as  I  have  before  faid, 
the  compofition  of  the  injections,  whether 
innocent  or  otherwife,  is  totally  unknown 
to  them. 

Other  caufes  are  alfo  affigned  by  au¬ 
thors  ;  but  to  fet  the  matter  in  its  true 
light,  as  far  as  I  am  capable,  I  would  ad- 
vife  furgeons  to  infpeCt  narrowly  into  fuch 
cafes,  and  then  I  believe  they  will  be  con- 

0 

vinced  that  a  fuppreffion  of  the  running  is 
not  the  cau fe  but  effect  of  a  fwelled  tefli¬ 
cle  ;  for,  during  a  full  difeharge  of  matter, 

i 

pain  firft  feizes  the  teflicle,  and  within 
twenty-four,  hours  the  tumour  commonly 
appears,  and  then  the  running  ceafes  either 
:  wholly 
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wholly  or  in  part ;  the  fame  effedts  are  alfo 
produced  frequently,  during  the  ufe  of  bon - 
giesy  when  there  is  a  very  copious  difcharge, 
without  the  lead  colour  of  reafon  for  a  fup- 
pofed  infe&ion. 

From  a  fuppofition  of  pocky  matter  be¬ 
ing  lodged  in  the  tefticles,  it  has  been  a 
common  practice,  after  bleeding,  to  give 
calomel  and  purges ,  and  to  apply  alone  or 
in  cataplafms,  mercurial  ointment ;  the  rea¬ 
died:  means  of  continuing  the  fever,  and 
either  caufing  a  fcirrhus  or  impojlumation  of 
thofe  glands ,  whereas,  if  they  had  taken 
away  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood,  foment¬ 
ed  with  milk,  poulticed  with  bread,  milk 
and  oil,  applied  a  bag  trufs,  and  in  the 
mean  time,  adminidered  a  fudorific  narco¬ 
tic  dofe,  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours, 
during  three  or  four  days,  they  would 
mod  commonly  have  vanquilhed  the  fe¬ 
ver  in  that  time ;  the  pain  would  have 
ceafed  gradually,  and  the  tumour  foon  after 

H  2  fub- 
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fubfided  without  any  confequent  fymptom 
pf  venereal  matter  remaining  in  the  blood. 
Salts  and  manna ,  might  occasionally  be 
advifed. 

n  / 

I  have  known  many  inflances  of  the 
running  being  flopped,  while  it  was  vi¬ 
rulent  9  from  one,  to  three  or  four  weeks, 
by  an  intenfe  fever,  without  any  other 
venereal  fymptom  happening  thereupon ; 
which  time  has  confirmed,  and  therefore 
demonftrates  that  when  the  tefticles  are 
fwelled,  no  pocky  matter  is  lodged  there, 
and  that  during  the  abfence  of  the  run¬ 
ning,  the  blood  does  not  become  contar 
minated. 

Phymojis  is  a  common,  andv,  if  ill-treated, 

■  *  '  '  - 1 

alfo  dangerous  fymptom.  It  more  fre- 

*  i ' 

quently  attends  perfons,  who  have  natu¬ 
rally  the  preputium  long  and  difficult  to  be 
drawn  back ;  and  is  often  caufed  by  the 
corrofive  matter  of  a  clap  lodging  between 

that 
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that  and  the  glans>  as  well  as  by  chancres . 
The  practice  of  fome  furgeons  has  been,  to 
flit  the  preputium ,  fo  far  as  to  expofe  the 
glans  entirely  to  view ;  and  of  others  the 
application  of  mercurial  ointment. 

*■  V  *  »  *  +  mw\f  4  ‘  (  y§  A#  S  ^  '■*'  V  I  •  ■*  '  :  '•V  ’*,4  •  +* 

J  have  never  more  than  twice  been  urged 
to  the  painful  neceffity  of  the  former ; 
and  the  latter  I  do  not  approve  of.  Emol¬ 
lient  fomentations  and  cataplafms,  and  an 
injection ,  totally  void  of  mercury ,  have 
ever  anfwered  my  purpofe,  and  fpeedily 
too.  A  threatning  gangrene  and  large 
warts,  are,  I  think,  the  only  cafes  where¬ 
in  dividing  the  preputium  can  be  fairly 
iuftified. 

mf 

Venereal  warts  on  the  glans,  penis ,  and 
on  the  infide  of  the  preputium,  are  a  diforder 
more  troublefome  and  difagreeable  than 
dangerous  :  notwithftanding  fome  furgeons 
Jiave  imagined  that  from  them  the  blood 

might 
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might  be  contaminated,  and  others  that  they 
proceed  from  venereal  matter  already  exift- 
ing  in  the  blood  ;  for  which  reafons,  they 
have  falivated  their  patients ;  but  to  their 
great  difappointment  the  warts  have  remain¬ 
ed  in  Jlatu  quoy  and  the  conftitution  has  not 
been  mended. 

jr  "  *  *  •'  -  •  •»  g 

To  rectify  in  future  thofe  falfe  ideas,  if 
they  will  only  employ  the  fcijfars9  where 
they  can  be  admitted;  and  where  not,  make 
ufe  of  a  mild  cauftic ;  the  patient  will  be 
cured  without  any  other  means,  and  fuccefs 
prove  that  my  advice  is  right. 

They  will  fometimes  return,  and  the 
fame  means  muft  be  repeated,  till  they  are 
totally  eradicated.  I  am  inclined  to  con¬ 
clude,  that  they  may  be  communicated  from 
one  to  another,  by  perfons  who  have  no 
other  venereal  diforder* 


It 
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It  is  well  known  that  I  cure  poxes ,  from 
the  flighted:  chancre  to  foul  bones ,  without 
falivation9  mercurial  ointment  *,  or  confine¬ 
ment,  even  in  winter,  in  an  eafy,  pleafant 
and  fure  manner,  admitting  my  patients  to 
follow  their  bufinefs  and  amufements  within 
moderate  reftridtions. 

<  .*  \  \ 

_  .  f '  *  r  *  -  •  7 

« 

The  certainty  of  my  method  having 
been  repeatedly  confirmed,  I  fhall  add  only 
a  few  very  extraordinary  cafes  to  this  let¬ 
ter,  in  order  to  illuflrate  what  I  have  before 
done. 

i  * 

f  I  0> 

,  ■  i  _  ;  .  , 

There  are  many  perfons,  who  were  ne¬ 
ver,  or  at  leaft  flightly,  affedted  with  one 
fymptom  of  this  difeafe,  yet  in  their  own 


*  Some  perfons  yet  imagine  that  I  adminifter  cor* 
rofive  fublimate  of  mercury,  and  others  have  avowed 
that  I  do  fo ;  therefore  I  hereby  folemnly  difavow  that 
practice. 


phrafe. 
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phrafe,  arc  rotting  gradually  With  a  dry 
fox  $  running  to  and  fro,  from  one  fur^ 
geon  to  another,  highly  diffatisfied  with 
thofe  who  will  riot  attentively  liften  to  their 
tedious  tales,  implicitly  believe  them,  and 
are  too  horieft  to  adminifter  a  farrago  of 
unnecejfary  medicines ;  which,  if  done, 
would  make  no  alteration  in  their  imagi¬ 
nary  evils :  They  pay  their  money  with 
difcontent  to  perfons  who  undertake  their 
cure,  for  not  having  fucceeded  to  their 
wifhes,  and  apply  to  others ;  whether 
regular  furgeons  or  otherwife,  it  matters 
not ;  till  at  length  a  real  difeafe  of  the 
body  takes  place,  and  puts  an  end  to  their 
forrows. 

Such  vifionary  diftreffes  may  probably 
take  their  rife  from  fome  doubtful  mat¬ 
ters.  ’Excoriations  or  erofions  often  appear 
on  the  infide  of  the  preputium  near  the 
crown  of  the  glans ;  fometimes  occafioned 

by 
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by  venereal  matter  recently  contradied  and 
at  other  times  from  heated  and  acrid  urine, 
mixed  with  the  dried  mucus  lodging  in  that 
part,  efpecially  if  the  cuticle  has  been  be¬ 
fore  eroded ;  for  then  it  is  foonefi  hurt, 
and  not  feldom  inclines  the  furgeon,  as 
Well  as  the  patient,  injudicioufly  to  make  a 
ferious  matter  of  it,  and  to  pronounce  that 
the  blood  is  tainted  with  the  venereal  virus  $ 
at  lead:  that  the  cure  of  thofe  former  ero- 
fans  was  not  duly  performed.  From 
thence  anxiety  and  perplexing  revolutions 
of  thought  become  gradually  rooted,  and 
wear  out  a  life,  to  which  death  is  prefer- 
able.  Some  doubts  alfo  of  that  fort  are 
frequently  formed,  from  the  appearance  of 
fmall  pimples,  the  effedt  only  of  impure 
embraces,  with  women  at  an  improper  time. 

To  difcover  the  fallacy  of  thofe  fuggef- 
tions,  I  advife  the  patient  to  wafh  the  fuf- 
pedted  part  night  and  morning  with  warm 
water ,  only ;  becaufe  if  his  complaints  are 

I  imma-  • 
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immaterial,  that  alone  is  fufficient y  but  if 
other  wife,  I  ftand  jullified  in  taking  other 
meafures  for  a  cure* 

When  an  hardnefs  remains,  after  the  fu- 
perficial  cure  of  a  chancre ,  allowing  for  the 
cicatrix ,  the  adt  of  coition  will  renew  the 

'  1.  V.  'i  * 

forenefs  of  the  part,  and  often  the  fuppu- 
ration  $  therefore  without  due  and  fpeedy 
precaution  in  the  adminiftration  of  proper 
medicines,  the  cafe  may  end  in  a  confirmed 
pox. 

A  gentleman,  an  utter  flranger  to  me, 
four  years  ago,  but  now  my  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  friend;  near  fifty  years  old, 
in  the  full  ftrength  of  body,  as  well  as  un- 
derflanding  in  other  affairs  of  life,  was  fp 
deeply  affected  with  the  horror  6f  a  fuppo < 
fed  difeafe,  that  words  will  fcarcely  deferibe 
his  diflrefs.  He  called  it  a  dry  pox9  and 
would  confufedly  and  inceffantly  enumerate  - 
fymptom  after  fymptom,  which  had  no 

folid 
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iblid  foundation  for  their  fupport,  till  the 
tears  trickled  from  his  eyes.  He  fir  ft  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  nominal  dodtor,  for  the  cure  of  a 
flight  excoriation  under  the  preputium.  Du¬ 
ring  five  months  he  took  a  large  quantity 
of  medicines,  which  fometimes  brought 
him  to  the  verge  of  a  falivation .  I  made  a 
determined  point  of  curing,  if  poffible,  this 
miferable  objedt  -y  by  forbidding  totally  the 
uie  of  medicines,  giving  him  full  liberty 
to  call  on  me  as  often  as  he  ehofe,  and  fur- 
thermore  by  way  of  giving  him  the  fulleft 
indulgence  in  the  recital  of  his  difmal  and 
tedious  narration,  he  occafionally  dined 
with  me  and  although  I  had  often  refuted 
his  groundlefs  apprehenfions,  it  required 
two  years  to  accomplifh  that  great  work. 
But  he  now  retains  mens  fanay  in  corpore 
fano  :  mirum  eft  / 

Another  fet  of  objedts  are  equally  as 
miferable  from  real  caufes  of  complaint. 
Some  fuffer  from  the  negligence,  or  want 

I  2  Of 
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of  fagacity  in  the  furgeon,  or  wholly  from 
their  own  mifcondudt,  haying  deceived 
themfelves  as  well  as  their  futgeons ; 
anxioufly  and  daily  pleading  for  the  ut-r 
moft  exertion  of  fkill  towards  a  fpeedy 
and  certain  cure,  while  they  incautioully, 
and  often  willfully  evade  the  means  to  ob^ 
tain  that  end.  If  indeed  they  would  gene- 
roufly  charge  their  eventual  fufferings  to 
their  own  account,  and  exculpate  the  fur- 
geon,  their  omiffions  and  follies  would  be 
rendered  more  tolerable'-*  but  whatever 
happens,  whether  it  be  a  relapfe,  a  pro¬ 
longation  or  failure  of  cure,  or  the  falfe 
intimation  of  another  furgeon,  that  all  is 
not  well,  the  fault  never  lies  at  their  own 
door, 

«  .  . 

•  /  '  4  t 

There  are  other  cafes  not  uncommon  * 
which  lurk  under  the  difguife  of  other 
difeafes  *  as  the  gout ,  rheumatifm ,  j curvy , 
Ieprofy,  confumption ,  or  diforders  called  ner¬ 


vous  ; 
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fuous :  or  according  to  the  ufual  cant,  are 
caufed  by  mercury  lying  in  their  bones. 

<  e  ,  <  t  •  *  .  *  “ 

-  r  •  .  t  V  *  f  .  .  .  i  .  |  f  *  ,  '  y  | 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  not  to 
be  expedted  that  patients  can  decide  for 
themfelves  ;  they  therefore  apply  to  phyfi- 

4  .  V  '  -  •  J  .  '  ■ 

cians  or  furgeons,  who  are  probably  placed 
in  the  firft  rank  of  general  practice,  but 
whofe  opinion  and  treatment  are  not  always 
confident  with  the  real  date  of  their  cafes. 

<  i  ■  ,  .  .  ~ 

Many  indances  of  this  fort  verify  the 
affertion. 

There  are  yet  another  kind  of  patients, 
who  have  been  perfectly  well  cured,  not 
having  the  lead  real  lymptom  of  the  dif- 
eafe  remaining,  but  who  are  fo  prepoflef- 
fed  with  the  difficulty,  or  great  uncertainty 
of  the  venereal  matter  being  totally  fubdu- 
ed  and  expelled,  that  from  an  accide?ital 
pain  in  the  nofe ,  heady  groin  or  other  parts , 
or  from  fpontaneous  pimples  in  the  face 

or 


or  body,  they  are  reduced  to  a  dejection  of 
mind,  capable  of  forming  to  themfelves  the 
identity  of  a  multitude  of  vifionary  fymp- 
toms,  which  never  had  exiftence  in  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe. 

^  j  ......  -»*.•'  v  -4 

t 

To  cure  perfons  of  this  complexion,  who 
in  effect  have,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
preffion,  a  foxed  mind ;  requires  more  rhe¬ 
torical  eloquence  and  art  of  reafoning  than, 

v  •«.  ,V  * 

I  believe,  molt  men  are  endowed  with. 
If  they  can  be  perfuaded  by  any  one  fur- 
geon,  to  apply  to  no  other,  and  to  omit 
all  medicines,  till  time  alone  can  expofe  the 
fallacy  of  their  doubts  and  falfe  ideas,  he 
will  perform  a  talk  almoft  next  to  a  miracle, 
and  may  affix  an  high  eftimation  on  the 
power  of  his  oratory. 

I  lately  knew  a  very  good  phyfician,  and 
a  learned  and  fenfible  man,  who  was  on 
the  point  of  matrimony.  He  had  been 
feverely  afflidted  with  a  confirmed  pox,  and 

had 
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had  taken  more  medicines,  by  his  own 
account,  than  might  have  vanquished  his 
difeafe  five  times  over ;  yet  fo  great  was 
the  diffidence  of  his  own  judgment  and 
others  whom  he  had  confulted,  that  he 
became  the  viftim  of  death ;  the  mere  ef¬ 
fect  of  deep  anxiety  and  his  own  prefcrip- 
tions. 

I  have  difcourfed  with  him  for  an  hour 
at  a  time  in  many  of  his  vifits.  He  would 
leave  me  to  appearance  with  a  tranquil 
mind  and  great  fpirits,  fully  convinced  of 
his  own  tormenting  mifapprehenfions,  and 
reconciled  to  my  advice  :  but  foon  after  he 
had  left  me,  would  retire  to  his  houfe,  and 
give  the  utmoft  latitude  to  his  agitated, 
and,  I  fuppofe,  diftra&ed  mind. 


V__. 
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! The  following  cafes  will,  I  hope  ferve 
in  fome  meafure.y  not  Otily  to  illuf- 

1  *  )  *;  ' ;  ' *  * :  v  \>  .  ^  :  J 

trate  the  fuhjeEl  of  my  former  nar¬ 
rative  *,  hut  alfo  to  prove  the  falu- 
tary  virtues ,  extraordinary  power , 
and  efficacy  of  my  medicines. 

4k  »  H  -■  *  • 

CASE  I. 

•  •  -  k  u  -  •  ■  ■  .  '  > 

A  Servant  of  his  Majesty’s  houfhold 
was  infe&ed,  according  to  his  own  ac¬ 
count,  with  lb  many  chancres ,  as  almoft 
covered  the  penis  ;  and  put  him  in  fear 
of  lofing  it.  He  applied  to  an  apothe¬ 
cary,  and  in  two  months  a  bubo  appeared 
in  the  groin,  which  was  difcuffed,  and 
fome  time  after  returned.  For  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  he  took  medicines  nine  months. 


1 


*  Salivation  not  necefTary,  &c. 


and 
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ind  Was  then  feized  with  giddinefs  and 
ficknefs ;  loft  his  appetite  and  flefh  ;  and 
foon  became  afflicted  with  nocturnal  pains 
in  the  thighs,  knees  and  legs ;  an  erup¬ 
tion  over  the  whole  body,  and  an  ulcer  in 
the  throat.  In  this  fituation  he  was  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  an  eminent  phyfician,  who 
prefcribed  medicines  for  him  one  year, 
and  then,  believing  him  to  be  in  a  con- 
fumption,  declared  that,  in  his  opinion, 
neither  he  or  any  other  man  could  cure 
him. 

In  March  1769,  he  walked  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  to  my  houfe ;  informed 
me  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  his 
duty  fince  May  1768,  and  could  not  eat 
or  fleep  with  any  comfort,  on  account  of 
the  intolerable  pains  which  he  fuffered  in 
his  legs.  He  was  much  emaciated,  had 
a  large  node  on  each  fhin  bone,  and  an  ul¬ 
cer  in  his  throat,  which  occafioned  his 

K  breath 
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breath  to  be  extremely  offenfive  to  him- 
felf.  '  r:  ^ ’fl¬ 

it  is  a  vulgar  adage,  that  faith  in  the  doc¬ 
tor  is  half  the  cure be  that  as  it  may,  my 
promife  of  a  fpeedy  cure  raifed  his  drooping 
fpirits. 

I  diredlly  gave  him  my  medicines,  which 
relieved  him  in  a  week ;  fo  much  that 
he  could  fleep  comfortably,  and  his 
appetite  prompted  him  to  be  his  own 
cook. 

At  the  end  of  three  weeks  he  began  to 
do  his  duty,  but  left  he  fhould  take  cold, 
I  advifed  him  to  avoid  all  bufmefs  till 
May ;  when  he  went  to  Richmond,  per¬ 
formed  his  ufual  bufinefs,  was  perfectly 
cured,  and  remains  well  to  this  day  ;  which 
the  officers  of  his  Majefty’s  meufe  are  ready 
to  teftify. 


j 


CASE 


con- 


(  67  ) 

CASE  II. 

A  Poor  farmer,  in  June,  1768, 
trailed  a  clap  and  a  chancre ,  and  at  the  end 
of  three  week,  a  bubo  formed  in  the 
groin,  which  difcharged  itfelf  for  fome 
weeks,  and  healed  without  any  applica¬ 
tion  ;  then  he  applied  to  the  following 
gentlemen. 

ill,  A  furgeon ,  under  whofe  care  he  con¬ 
tinued  three  weeks. 

2dly,  Another  furgeon  who  cured  the  clap 
and  chancre ,  by  rubbing  in  mercurial  oint¬ 
ment  and  giving  him  medicines  two  months. 
During  this  treatment,  three  ulcers  appear¬ 
ed,  one  on  the  eyelid,  and  one  on  each  fide 
of  the  neck,  then, 

3dly,  A  chymijl ,  who  thinking  him  pall 
recovery,  advifed  him  to  go  to, 

K  2  4-thIy, 
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4thly,  A  phyjician ,.  who  ordered  him  to 
bathe  every  night  in  warm  water,  which 
he  performed  ten  times,  but  on  account  of 
his  great  weaknefs,  put  himfelf, 

£thly,  Under  the  care  of  two  furgeons ; 
having  then  nodturnal  pains  in  the  head 
2nd  limbs,  and  a  fever.  They  bled  him 
three  times,  gave  him  medicines  ten  days, 
ordered  him  to  rub  mercurial  ointment 
twice  on  his  fhins,  and  then  directed  him 
to  go, 

6thly,  For  the  advice  of  fome  hofpital 

furgeons , 

He  obeyed  their  order  and  was  admit^- 
ted  into  an  hofpital ;  where  he  remained 
four  months,  taking  medicines,  and  ufing 
mercurial  ointment  about  ten  times.  The 
ulcer  in  his  throat  was  cured,  but  his 
pains  remained,  and  he  was  otherwife  fp 
ill  with  a  fever,  and  fo  much  reduced,  that 


;  \  ■  -V  .f 
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for  the  benefit  of  better  air,  and  to  efcape 
death >  he  was  difcharged  from  the  hofpital , 
and  conveyed  to  his  own  houfe,  in  Spital 
Fields, 

♦  .  *  '  r. 

His  landlord  and  another  gentleman 
being  informed  of  his  diftrefs,  made  me 
a  vifit,  and,  at  their  defire,  I  went  along 
with  them  to  fee  this  poor  objedt,  in 
June,  1 769, 

He  then  fuffered  continual  pains  in  the 
head  and  limbs,  the  ulcer  in  his  throat 
was  returned,  his  ankles  and  one  knee  were 
jnuch  fwelled,  and  he  had  an  heftic  fever 
in  an  high  degree ;  fo  much  emaciated, 

that  he  really  appeared  to  be  nothing  more 
than  fkin  and  bone  $  had  been  confined 
to  his  bed  from  the  fourth  day  after  his 
difcharge  from  the  hofpital,  and  when  I 
faw  him,  he  had  not  ftrength  to  rife  with- 
put  afliftance* 


I  had 
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I  had  no  profpeCt  to  imagine  that  I  could 
even  relieve  this  miferable  man,  notwith- 


ftanding,  I  gave  him  my  medicines :  how¬ 
ever,  in  one  week  he  arofe  from  his  bed, 
went  down  flairs,  remained  up  four  hours, 
increafed  daily  in  fpirits,  ftrength  and  ap¬ 
petite  ;  in  three  weeks  walked  to  make  a 
vifit  to  his  landlord,  in  Cheapfide ,  and  in 
three  more  walked  to  Parliament  Street ,  to 
fetch  his  medicines,  and  convince  me  of 
his  furprifing  recovery.  In  a  few  months 
he  was  perfedly  cured,  and  remains  well  to 
this  day. 


% 


The  gentlemen  who  employed  me,  ge- 
neroufly  paid  for  his  cure,  and  will  atteft 
the  truth  of  it.  *  . 


CASE  III. 

A  Reputable  tradefman  in  the  city  of 
London  contracted  a  chancre ,  applied  to  a 
furgeon,  and  in  fix  weeks,  to  appearance. 


was 
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was  well.  Three  months  afterwards  he 
was  feized  with  pains  in  his  head  and  back* 
and  again  confulted  the  fame  furgeon,  who 
imagined  his  diforder  was  rheumaticy  and 
gave  him  fome  medicines ;  but  the  pains 
continuing,  he  advifed  with  different  gen¬ 
tlemen.  ;  .  ; 

iff,  A  very  e?ninent  phyjiciariy  who  took 

the  cafe  for  a  rheumatic  gouty  and  prefcribed 
accordingly.  No  benefit  accruing  from 

taking  medicines  nine  months,  he  was  or¬ 
dered  into  the  country. 

.  j  %  *  *  •-  *s.  % 

2dly,  Another  phyfciany  who  declared 
that  the  former  phyfician’s  prefcriptions 
were  foreign  to  the  cafe;  prefcribed  for 
him  four  months  without  effed:,  and  then 
recommended  country  air  and  kitchen 
phyfic; 

3dly,  An  eminent  hofpital  furgeon ;  the 
patient  fufpeding  the  difeafe  to  be  venereal. 

How- 
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However  the  furgeon  diffenting  in  opinion, 
advifed  retirement  only  into  the  country  for 
a  time. 

4thly,  A  foreign  furgeon9  who  faid  it  was 
the  gout9  and  gave  him  medicines  for  that 
difeafe  four  months ;  when  he  became  worfe 
inftead  of  better. 

jjthly,  An  Italian  doctor ,  who  attended 
and  gave  him  medicines  fix  months. 
Being  then  in  fo  bad  a  ftate,  that  he  him- 
felf  and  his  friends  defpaired  of  his  life, 
a  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance,  defired 
me  to  vifit  him.  Having  more  bufinefs 

.  f  .  J  -  T  / 

than  I  could  eafily  manage,  I  requefted 
that  he  would  come  in  a  coach  or  fedan, 
to  my  houfe,  but  his  friends  afiuring  me 
that  he  could  not  poffibly  comply  with 
my  requeft,  I  therefore  waited  on  him, 
and  beheld  a  moft  miferable  object,  in  the 
greateft  defpair  imaginable  5  having  endured 


con- 
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Confinement  two  years  from  his  bufinefs* 
by  a  painful  difeafe,  with  the  threatning 
profpedt  of  inevitable  death* 

i 

%  t  .  4  •  I  *  *  7  !  ♦  '  •  *? 

He  was  amazingly  emaciated*  had  thirty 
nine  ulcers  in  his  legs,  and  his  pains  were  fq 
exceffive,  that  he  was  almoft  a  ftranger  to 
food  and  lleep  ;  he  could  not  fuffer  his  legs 
to  hang  down,  but,  as  he  dreaded  the 
warmth  of  the  bed,  commonly  laid  upon 
it  almoft  all  the  day,  and  till  four  in  the 
morning,  before  he  could  repofe  a  few 
hours  in  it* 

At  my  departure,  he  begged  to  know 
when  I  intended  to  fee  him  again  ;  I  repli¬ 
ed,  never  more  there ,  becaufe  I  expected 
he  would  vifit  me  in  Parliament-ftreet,  in 
a  month,  and  that  I  fhould  foon  reftore  him 

’  «  ,  ,  r  * v 

to  perfect  health* 

,  1  4  *  -an  f  -  \  * 

He  commenced  taking  tny  antivenereal 
medicines*  and  on  the  nineteenth  day  made 

L  -  me 
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me  a  vilit,  to  convince  me  that  all  the  ul¬ 
cers  were  healed,  except  two,  about  the  fize 
of  a  hlver  three  pence :  he  loft  his  pains  $ 
foon  after  returned  to  bufinefs ;  has  re¬ 
mained  well  ever  fince,  being  more  than 
three  years ;  and  is  now  grown  fat. 

i 

He  will  recite  his  cafe,  to  any  enqui¬ 
ring  fellow-fufferer,  or  any  gentleman 
who  will  go  to  him  with  a  line  in  my 
name. 


CASE 


IV. 


In  July,  1768* 

Young  tradefman  contra&ed  a  clap*,  at 
the  end.  of  five  weeks,  four  chancres  ap*- 
peared  on  the  penis ,  and  in  November  a  bubo 
in  the  groin  begun  to  form.  He  applied 
to  a  furgeon  during  that  time,  took  medi¬ 
cines,  ufed  mercurial  ointment  and  the  warm 

bath,  and  went  into  the  country,  but  was 

obliged 
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obliged  to  return  in  fourteen  days  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fuppuration  of  the  buboy 
which  was  laid  open,  and  then  he  was 
falivated  fix  weeks  :  after  which,  not  being 
fo  well  as  he  expected,  another  eminent 
furgeon  was  confulted,  who,  obferving  that 
he  had  taken  and  ufed  too  much  mercu - 

rial  medicine  and  ointment,  direded  the  ufe 
*  <  t  / 

of  the  barky  which  he  continued  to  take 
fix  months. 

In  June,  1769,  he  applied  to  me;  ema¬ 
ciated,  dejeded,  weak  and  feverifh.  On 
perceiving  a  fmall  ulcer  in  fcrotOy  the  bubo 
not  cicatrized,  and  fmall  abfceffes  forming 
in  different  parts  of  the  body  and  limbs,  I 
fufpeded  that  the  venereal  matter  was  not 
totally  exhaufted,  and  therefore  gave  him 
my  antivenereal  medicines,  which  did  not 
procure  the  defired  effed  ;  for  inftead  of  the 
fever  vanifhing,  as  it  has  often  happened  in 
venereal  cafes,  it  rather  increafed ;  the  ap¬ 
petite  did  not  mend  ;  the  ftrength  became 

L  2 
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more  impaired  $  the  ulcer  in  fcroto  did  not 
heal ;  the  abfceffes  increafed  in  number, 
and  were  foon  fucceeded  by  more  than  an 

hundred  ulcerous  eruptions  from  the  hips  to 
the  ankles.  Concluding  from  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  that  the  texture  of  the  blood  was  . 
almoft  deftroyed,  and  that  the  habit  of  body 
was  reduced  to  that  ftate,  which  is  com¬ 
monly  termed  fcorbutic ,  I  diredtly  put  him 
under  a  courfe  of  my  antifcorbutic  medi¬ 
cines.  In  a  fortnight  the  good  effe&s  of 
them  were  manifeft ;  his  fpirits,  ftrength 
and  appetite  returned,  and  every  fymptom 
bore  the  appearance  of  a  recovery,  but  the 
weather  proving  unfavourable,  he  took 
cold,  and  a  fever  feized  him  violently, 
which  I  feared  would  have  deftroyed  him ; 
he  happily  efcaped,  and  I  repeated  my  me¬ 
dicines  till  he  was  perfectly  recovered,  and 
he  is  now  ready  to  atteft  the  truth  of  this 
narration. 


Thus 


(  77  ) 


Thus  have  I  prefented  to  your  view  my 
new  thoughts,  &c.  and  yet  after  all  I  have 
faid  and  done,  I  muft  candidly  confefs, 
that  I  am  too  often,  but  juftly  reminded 

of  the  incapacity  of  man  to  attain  to 

\  * 

Perfection. 

i 

Having  exceeded  the  limits  of  a  letter, 
and  tried  your  patience,  I  (hall  only  add, 
that  if  the  ballance  fhould  turn  in  my  fa¬ 
vour,  by  affording  you  the  fmallefl:  fatisfac- 
tion,  in  the  perufal  of  thefe  fheets,  it  will 
give  no  fmall  pleafure  to  him,  who  is  with 
the  utmoft  deference  and  efteem, 

S  I  R, 

your  mofl  obliged,  and 

mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Charles  Hales. 


Parliament-ftreet, 
June  25,  1770, 


* 


